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Understanding of Local Economies 

• Introductions 

• What do you think? 

• Ecological and local economies 

• Research project overview 

• Research results 

• Comparing our responses 

• Recommendations and discussion 



What do you think? 

• What several factors would you see as 
evidence of a thriving local economy?  



Thriving Local Economies Framework 

• Literature review of 
relevant frameworks 

• Most principles are 
goals-oriented 

• What about 
emergence?  What 
about process? 



Thriving Local Economies Framework 

GOALS: Self 

Sufficiency 

Relationship 

Building 

Valuing and 

Protection of 

Ecosystems 

Services 

Efficiency and 

Sufficiency of 

Resources Use 

Quality of Life over 

Quantity of 

Consumption 

(Development, Not 

Growth) 

Effective, Open, 

Collective, and 

Democratic 

Decision-Making 

and Governance 

PROCESS: “Plan for 

change by 

developing 

capacities for 

flexibility, 

awareness of 

uncertainties, 

and 

functional 

redundancy.” 

“Develop 

rich 

relationships 

that build 

social capital, 

local and 

regional self-

reliance, and 

feedback.” 

Enhance ecological 

integrity and 

resilience of local, 

regional, and global 

ecosystems through 

assuring all 

environmental costs 

are internalized, 

ecosystem services 

are valued, 

ecological footprint 

is reduced to the 

Earth’s capacity, 

and human/non-

human 

relationships are 

celebrated 

“Consider 

multiples 

scales through 

developing 

capacities for 

systems 

thinking, 

foresight, and 

compassion.” 

“Expand 

opportunities 

through developing 

capacity for 

leadership, 

creativity, 

entrepreneurship, 

and diversity.” 

“Design for 

learning to 

integrate 

knowledge into 

practice, maintain 

social memory, 

and innovate.” 



Research Project Overview 

• Chequamegon Bay 
region 

• Part of northern Ashland 
and Bayfield counties 

• A long history of 
“sustainability” 
initiatives  



Research Project Overview 

 

• One open-ended question: What several 
factors would you see as evidence of a thriving 
local economy?  



Results 

• 77 completed surveys (1 survey completed 
jointly by 2 people) 

• “Lingerers” of approximately 450 participants 

• Approximately 90% of those who were asked 
to complete a survey 

• 219 factors contributed 



Results 

• Not representative sample of the population 

– Participants are the sustainability “choir” 

– 97% had some post secondary education 

– 35% graduate degree 

– 50% bachelors 



Results: Relative to Framework 

Goal 

Self-sufficiency 78% 

Relationship building 8% 

Ecosystem services 4% 

Efficiency and sufficiency of resource use 3% 

Quality of life over quantity 27% 

Decision-making and governance 9% 



Results: Relative to Framework 

Process 

Plan for change 0% 

Develop capacity for leadership, creativity, 
entrepreneurship, and diversity 

36%, but 

Build social capital, self-reliance & feedback 75% 

Design for learning 30%, but 

Develop capacity for systems thinking, 
foresight, & compassion 

0% 

Enhance ecological integrity 0% 



Results 

• Generally restricted to tangible ideas of 
local economy (self-sufficiency, jobs, local 
investment, ownership) 

• Some governance, stewardship, and 
relationships 

• Most surprising:  

– ecological integrity 

– economic paradigm 



Results 

• How different or similar are your responses? 



Addressing Economic Mental Models 

• Learning opportunities that incorporate 
the broad range of the Thriving Local 
Economy Framework 

• Transformative learning experiences to 
develop new mental models of local 
economies 

• Alternative models and experiences with 
those models 



Local Economies and Food Systems 

• Goal of sustainable, place-based food 
systems   
– Work at multiple scales depending on purpose   

– Engage in the global exchange of ideas and 
promising practices  

– Delineate community and place in a way that is 
permeable, fluid and relational  



Local Economies and Food Systems 

  



Local Economies and Food Systems 

• Build a sense of place through food 
– Interdependence of soil, farmers, eaters, forests 

• Facilitate the development of unique 
place-based agriculture and diet  



Local Economies and Food Systems 

• Encourage the development of the 
sustenance economy  

• Develop market economies for the 
exchange of goods that cannot be 
produced locally.   
– Decommodify the production of food and  

– Build regional relationships  

– Value the ecological and social costs of production 

 

 

Market 

Economy 

Sustenance 
Economy 

Nature’s Economy 


